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Fig. 1. English silver-mounted hanger, ¢.1770. The eagle pommel shows
characteristics shared with later Federal types. As is commonly the case
for many of these hangers, the eaglehead motif repeats on the
counterguard terminals. Decorated panels in center of guard show stag
being brought to bay, on obverse, and bull being baited on reverse.

Figure 3. Silver-mounted officer’s hanger, 1780. An attractive and well-
made, yet primitive, eagle with suggestion of crest at back of skull.
Likely American made and similar in many respects to No. 42 in
Peterson’s American Silver Mounted Swords 1700-1815. Note
eaglehead terminals on guard similar to Figure 1.
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Figure 4. A well executed and artistic silver pommel feat
crested eagle. Like many, if not most, of specimens typical |
the pommel is secured by a prominent capstan. Unmark
American manufacture is not out of the question, the weapo
been made in Britain, c¢.1775.




in American heraldry.

‘ IP MEDICUS informed the sword
~ of what he believed was a
rmining the roots of the so-called
ded pommel. Writing in The
of American Sword Collectors,
| in the monumental Annotated
can Swords compiled by Stephen
" This document — which is at
need of updating — contained
) _Table references a listing of one
ford silversmith, who advertised
in business to make and sell
hangers with either lions,
 heads, etc.”* Using this entry as
octor offered a theory that
possible to class many of the
as revolutionary,” thus
Medicus, the then popular
ded sword, as a purely
' date much before 781"
-us added his “two cents” to an
thoughts, will likely remain
s an interest in the subject.
- or at least some€ of them
be wise to consider the
degree responsible for the

Will Barton'’s first i
first design for the obverse si
the Gria;. _Szal of the United States ‘;7;:; :f::d? 4
thich was subsequently n ; et
’ A v much ¢ 1
apparently the point at which the efa;fehz;,fcd' ,Zv
eare

JGHTS ON
Eaglehead Hanger

by E. Andrew Mowbray

Photographs by author.

With the development of the Couteau-de-chasse,
known in England first as the cuztoe and eventually as the
hanger, an ideal medium was provided for the
widespread use of all sorts of animalistic and game-
associated heads as pommel decorations. While the style
was not universal — many hangers being fabricated with
pommels hardly more than flat discs —- it was popular,
and gained favor from the early 16th century until the

hanger disappeared from ordinary use late in the 18th
century. Probably descended from the Falchion, these
short, straight-bladed sidearms were intended to be used
in the hunt for dispatching wounded prey.

Although game keepers and other servants of the hunt

sometimes carried hangers as part of their working
equipment, in England, as in most European countries of
the time, the hunt — particularly the chase — was on¢ of
the more visible privileges of gentry. As a result, simply
wearing a hanger was in some measure a symbol of social
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rank. And by the mid-18th century, partly to distinguish
those born to rank from those risen to it, the affectingofa
hunting hanger* while in uniform had become a fad
among many European army officers who found that it
made an attractive alternative to the smallsword,
particularly on cramped or informal occasions such as
aboard ship or while riding in carriages. The snobbish
implications were not lost upon the American colonists
and the hanger, especially the silver-mounted variety,
quickly became part of the local social and military scene.
It was a well established element of fashion by the
outbreak of the American Revolution.

The eaglehead as a pommel inspiration was never more
than a distant second to the far more popular lionhead,
which had rapidly gained favor in England (perhaps as a
result of the arrival of Hanoverians upon the throne: the
symbol was somewhat more widely used among the
Germanic states than elsewhere). In any case, it is almost
, that some form of the eaglehead pommel was
‘employed on hangers either imported to, or
actured in, the American colonies by the mid-point
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important swords as this type of English
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pommelled hanger was exported to the colonies.
once there, was the inspiration for many a local si.
cutler. (See sword of Michael Whitley, foljo.
However, at what point in time the production of
eagle embellished hangers became “American”
national heraldic sense rather than Amec
(manufactured) is where the mystery lies. Certainl,
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excused any patriotic association.
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